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SPRING FRESHET DRÎ HNG OF LUlffiER THROUGHOUT U. S. 
SEASOML INDUSTRY: V/AGE-HOUR 
, -.;, FINAL FIl̂ lDING ' 

Spring f r e s h e t d r i v i n g of lumber, a l r eady dec la red a branch of a 

seasonal i n d u s t r y i n c e r t a i n s t a t e s , i s seasonal throughout tho United S t a t e s ; 

and as such i s p a r t i a l l y exempt fromihe hours p rov i s ions of the F a i r Labor 

Standards Act , according t o a f i n a l f i n d i n g announced today by t h e V'age and 

Hour D i v i s i o n , U. S, Department of Labor. (Federal Reg i s t e r Apr i l 16, 1940.) 

Employees i n sp r i ng f r e s h e t d r iv ing of lumber may now work up t o twelve 

hours a day and f i f t y - s i x a week, w i t h o u t overtime payment, for an aggregate 

of f o u r t e e n workweeks per y e a r , according to t h i s f i n d i n g of the V/age-Hour 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r , Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming. No ob j ec t i ons were f i l e d to a 

p r e l i m i n a r y de t e rmina t i on , t h a t a prima f a c i e case had been shown for 

g r a n t i n g exemption. • - ' - , . . ,' . 

P rev ious ly t h e Wage-Hour D iv i s ion held t h a t sp r ing f r e s h e t d r i v i n g of 

lumber i s seasona l i n Maine, New Hampshire, Nev/ York and Vermont, a f t e r a 

p u b l i c h e a r i n g Apr i l 17 , and 18 , 1939. Subsequent ly , a f t e r proper a p p l i c a ­

t i o n s and f i n d i n g s , t h e exanpt ion was made app l i cab le a l s o to Michigan, 

Minnesota, and V/isoonsin. Since t h e n H. C. Oliver of Helena, Arkansas , and 

o t h e r s , app l i ed t o t h e Admin is t ra to r fo r an ex tens ion of t h e exemption, 

c la iming t h a t sp r ing f r e s h e t d r i v i n g elsewhere i s s i m i l a r i n a l l m a t e r i a l 

a spec t s t o t h a t i n the s t a t e s a l r e a d y s p e c i f i c a l l y named. :, 
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